
Working for Fair Trade 
“I’ve always stressed the necessity for free trade, but only if it is fair trade.  I will continue to work toward establishing trade environment 
where our manufacturing industries can compete on a level playing field.” – Senator Elizabeth Dole 

 
 

Senator Dole has worked to expand global markets for North Carolina products, 
enforce trade laws against illegal imports, and stop textile transshipments.   
 
Senator Dole has: 

• Secured $500,000 for Phase II of the textile tracer program in the FY05 Omnibus Appropriations 
bill. 

• Secured $9.5 million in funding for additional Customs officials to reduce transshipment in the 
FY05 Omnibus Appropriations bill. 

• Supported the textile industry’s successful attempt to invoke the Safeguard provision of China’s 
WTO Accession Treaty on an initial three product categories with numerous letters and meetings 
with Administration officials.   

• Successfully requested the Administration accept “threat based” anti-dumping petitions that allow 
our textile manufacturers to try and stop illegal Chinese dumping before they are forced out of 
business.   

• Worked with the leaders of the textile industry and the United States Trade Representative and 
Secretary of State to help transition during the phase out of textile quotas. 

• Worked with the furniture manufacturers in support of their petition for anti-dumping penalties 
against illegally low prices by Chinese exporters. 

• Worked with the Administration to ensure that textile concerns were given adequate consideration 
in trade negotiations.  

• Led Senators in writing the Department of Commerce and U.S. International Trade Commission 
supporting the domestic furniture petitioners in the anti-dumping process. 

• Introduced S. 1586, to authorize appropriate action if the negotiations with the People's Republic of 
China regarding China's undervalued currency and currency manipulation are not successful. 

• Raised the issue of the need for China to remove their currency’s peg to the dollar with the highest 
levels of government.  In September 2003, Treasury Secretary Snow called Senator Dole from China 
to update her on their discussions. 

 



Providing Tax Relief 
“The tax relief passed over the last few years has benefited hard working families and small businesses and has allowed our economy to 
grow.  America has a growing and dynamic economy, but it remains handicapped by unnecessary tax and regulatory burdens that must be 
eliminated.” – Senator Elizabeth Dole 

 
 

Senator Dole voted for H.R. 1308, the Working Families Tax Relief Act of 2004 
• Keeps the per-child tax credit at $1,000. 
• Extends the new 10 percent tax bracket, helping relieve taxes for virtually all taxpayers. 
• Retains a provision giving married couples relief from the marriage penalty. 
• Keeps more middle-income families from being hit by the Alternative Minimum Tax. 

 
Voted for H.R. 3365, the Military Family Tax Relief Act of 2003  

• Expands eligibility to exclude gain from the sale of a principal residence. 
• Excludes the military death benefit from gross income. 
• Excludes payments made to offset the negative effect of base closure on housing values. 
• Expands eligibility for tax-related deadline extensions. 
• Expands eligibility for tax-exempt status for military organizations. 
• Clarifies the treatment of dependent care assistance programs. 
• Gives tax favored status for distributions to military academy attendees from education savings 

accounts. 
• Creates a deduction for overnight travel expenses of National Guard and Reserve members. 

 
Voted for S. 150, the Internet Tax Nondiscrimination Act  

• Extends for four more years the prohibition on states and localities to impose taxes on internet 
access. 



Bolstering Rural Communities 
“North Carolina is a strong rural and agricultural state – in fact agriculture represents roughly 23 percent of our state’s employment.  The 
tobacco quota buyout that we finally got signed into law will be a great economic stimulus for farmers and rural areas, bringing nearly $4 
billion to our state.  And I will continue working for other development opportunities for our rural communities.” – Senator Elizabeth Dole 

 

 
Secured a tobacco quota buyout for our farm families. 

• The tobacco buyout was signed into law on October 22, 2004 as part of the FSC/ETI bill.  Senator 
Dole was a leader in this two year process, along with Senator McConnell and Senator-elect Burr. 

• The buyout provides $7 to quota holders and $3 to growers based on the 2002 quota level with 
equal payments made over a 10 year period.  However, quota holders and growers may elect to 
receive a lump sum or other advanced payment from any financial institution of their choice.  
Tobacco is now subject to the forces of a free and open market without production controls or 
price supports. 

• Senator Dole kept the tobacco buyout effort alive after FDA regulation attached to a buyout failed 
to get out of the HELP Committee in 2003; raised the profile of the issue with the House 
Leadership and set the stage for early action on this issue when Congress convened for the 2nd 
session.  

• Worked with the White House very closely to get the quota cut reduced from 22 percent to 10 
percent, saving hundreds of farm families from bankruptcy for the 2004 crop year.  

 
Hosted Economic and Community Development Forums 

Senator Dole has invited community leaders to attend regional forums with representatives from 
various departments responsible for administering programs including: the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture Rural Development, Economic Development Administration, Department of Education 
and Department of Homeland Security. Representatives explain what federal funding is available for 
infrastructure and other development projects to help local communities. This year forums were 
held in Sampson and Haywood Counties.  

 
Worked for Lumbee recognition 

• Senator Dole’s first bill grants full federal recognition to the Lumbee Tribe and the economic 
development, health care and education benefits that recognition brings.   

• Successfully secured a hearing by the Senate Committee on Indian Affairs on the Lumbee 
Acknowledgement Act, and the Committee approved the bill for consideration by the entire 
Senate. 

• In April 2004, Senator Dole testified before the House of Representatives Committee on 
Resources in favor of Lumbee Recognition. 

• Continues to work different angles to make this long sought recognition a reality. 



Bringing More Transportation Dollars to North Carolina 
“Investments in our transportation infrastructure are vital to sustaining our communities and our economy.  By ensuring that our roads, 
bridges and infrastructure are prepared for the future, we provide economic stability.  And for North Carolina, that’s a crucial component 
of our economic recovery, as this directly translates into more and better jobs for our citizens.” – Senator Elizabeth Dole 
 

 
 
• Senator Dole supported S. 1072, the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, and Efficient Transportation 

Equity Act of 2004, that would have achieved the 95% return level in the last year of the 
authorization through an equity bonus mechanism.  This bill will create 86,900 jobs for North 
Carolina and bring an additional $50 million a year for construction. 

 
• Successfully secured $30 million in the FY 05 Transportation Appropriations Bill for the Charlotte 

LRT (light rail) System. 
 

• Successfully secured $20 million in the FY 05 Transportation Appropriations Bill for the Triangle 
Transit Authority for the Regional Rail project. 

 
• Also helped secure: 

o $1 million to upgrade the U.S. 321 corridor in Burke, Caldwell and Catawba Counties 
mitigating severe congestion near bridge over the Catawba River.  

o $2 million was directed widening I-85 in Rowan County 
o $3 million in federal funding was directed to the future I-74 in Robeson County, an 

important east-west route connecting the southeastern portion of the state.  
o $1,250,000 for Concord Regional Airport runway extension project. 
o $2 million for the High Point Passenger Terminal. 
o $2.5 million for the Charlotte Multi-Modal Center, a major new multimodal facility that will 

serve local and intercity bus, commuter, intercity and high-speed rail. 
o $1 million for the Hwy 74 By-Pass around the City of Monroe. 
o $5 million for the North Carolina Statewide Bus Facilities Program for bus replacements. 
o $1 million for the Andrews-Murphy Airport for runway extension and land acquisition. 
o $300,000 for the City of Asheville for bus replacement. 

 



Better Pay, Benefits and Housing for  
Our Military and their Families 

“When our young men and women are called into harm’s way they must have the best equipment, the best training, and the highest morale.  
I can assure you that the courageous troops on the front lines of the war against terrorism – many based right here in North Carolina – 
will have no stronger supporter.” – Senator Elizabeth Dole 

   
Higher Pay 

• In 2003, Senator Dole was instrumental in authorizing and funding an average 4.1 percent pay raise for all 
uniformed service personnel and a 3.5 percent across-the-board increase in pay for all uniformed service 
personnel.  She was directly responsible for increases in enlistment and reenlistment special pays for members 
of the National Guard and Reserve in the 2004.  

 
Better Benefits 

• Supported an amendment to the Defense Emergency Supplemental budget to fund travel within the United 
States (beyond Baltimore/Washington International Airport) for members of the Armed Forces on rest and 
recuperation leave from a deployment overseas in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom or Operation 
Enduring Freedom. 

• Cosponsored bill that eliminated hospital meal charges placed on injured soldiers returning from Operation 
Iraqi Freedom or Operation Enduring Freedom.   

• Provided enhanced access to TRICARE for members of the Reserve component and their families. 
Supported the FY05 Senate version of the National Defense Authorization Act that would have provided 
TRICARE access to all Guard and Reserve members.  

• As a member of the Personnel Subcommittee, Senator Dole established herself as the advocate for Guard 
and Reserve members who were experiencing problems with pay and benefits.   

• Original sponsor of an amendment that provided the National Guard Family Readiness Program an 
additional $10 million to improve family services and support systems. 

• Original co-sponsor of several bills addressing the operation of the Federal Voting Assistance Program and 
the military postal system. Also focused the Senate Armed Services Committee on actions needed to improve 
the military postal system.    

 
Better Housing 

• Worked to ensure the authorization for appropriation of $390 million in construction projects for North 
Carolina through the FY04 National Defense Authorization Act, and $425 million through the FY05 
National Defense Authorization Act.   These total figures included significant investment in barracks and 
quality of life facilities for service members.  

• Funded $129 million for military family housing projects, adding 996 new units for service members and 
families in 2003, and $116 million to include whole house renovations at two installations and a total of 365 
new units in 2004.   

• Voted to remove a statutory ceiling on family housing privatization projects that would have forced a halt to 
the family housing privatization program in fiscal year 2005, jeopardizing privatization of approximately 
60,000 units over the next two years. Supported an Armed Services Committee provision to eliminate the 
statutory ceiling on the bachelor and family housing privatization programs, effective upon enactment of the 
FY05 Defense bill. 



Strengthening North Carolina Military Installations 
“During my time in Congress, I have fought to provide the necessary resources for North Carolina’s military installations.  Our bases are 
absolutely critical to our state’s economy, and I will do everything I can to protect them.” –Senator Elizabeth Dole 

 
 

• Senator Dole visited every major military installation numerous times to gain a better understanding 
of their mission requirements and quality of life needs. 

• Championed $815 million in new MILCON construction to North Carolina in the two years prior 
to BRAC.  This is a strong step towards further strengthening North Carolina installations facing the 
2005 Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC) round. 

• Organized the first visit to the state by the Deputy Under-Secretary of Defense for Installations and 
Environment, Mr. Ray Dubois. As the key administration leader for military installations and also 
responsible for the 2005 Base Realignment and Closure principal oversight duties, Mr. Dubois was 
able to witness first-hand our communities’ commitment to their military. 

• Accelerated the construction of a new fire station at Seymour Johnson and a Family Support Center 
at Ft. Bragg in 2003.  Accelerated the construction in 2004 of Barracks at Ft. Bragg, an Ordinance 
Disposal Facility at Camp Lejeune, and the Naval Reserve Training Center in Wilmington.  

• Funding included $13.8 million for North Carolina National Guard construction projects in 2003 
and $10.2 million in 2004.  Construction projects for Reserve forces within North Carolina totaled 
$13 million in 2004.  

• Senator Dole worked with Armed Services Committee Chairman John Warner to ensure a fair 
evaluation process by the Navy to place squadrons at Cherry Point; Navy decision resulted in the 
basing of two F/A-18E/F Squadrons in North Carolina which will bring more than 1200 jobs and 
an annual infusion of $40 million to the local economy. 

• In spite of heavy outside pressure, Senator Dole was able to maintain $30 million in FY05 Outlying 
Landing Field (OLF) construction funding.  Regardless of final location, an OLF is critical to any 
further flight operation expansion at Cherry Point.   

• Publicly endorsed the Marine Corps Military Operating Area extension plan, which will enhance 
training flight operations and make the Eastern North Carolina training range complex the most 
diverse and user-friendly in the eastern United States. 

 
    



Providing Affordable, Accessible, High Quality Health Care 
“To make health care affordable and accessible, we need to have community health centers more readily available, particularly in rural areas, and 
we should allow small businesses to pool their risk and purchase group health insurance for their employees.  Additionally, we need to reform the 
medical liability system to stop frivolous law suits from driving up costs and putting doctors out of business.” – Senator Elizabeth Dole 

 
 

Work to improve access to health care and expand community health centers 
• Joined the Senate Rural Health Care Caucus to increase access to primary health care services in North 

Carolina’s rural communities and ensure the financial viability of providers.   
• Cosponsored Senate Resolution 357 that declared the week of August 8 – 14, 2004 as “National Health 

Center Week” dedicated to raising awareness of health services provided by community, migrant, public 
housing, and homeless health centers. 

 
Reform medical malpractice liability to hold down costs and increase access to care 

• Supported S.11, S. 2061, and S. 2207, legislation that would have implemented national medical 
malpractice reform. 

• Senator Dole spoke twice on the floor and once during a hearing in the Special Committee on Aging 
about the need for reform to the medical malpractice system and the strain on doctors facing excessively 
high insurance premiums – premiums that are forcing doctors in crucial specialties, such as OB-GYN, 
Emergency Room practices, and neurosurgery, to leave the state. 

 
Help relieve the shortage of nurses 

• Secured funding in FY05 for the WakeMed Healthcare Worker Training Program. WakeMed and the 
Wake County Public Schools will target rural and minority students for mentoring and educational 
support.  

 
Secured appropriations funding to strengthen health care in North Carolina 

• $500,000 for the UNC/ECU Cardiovascular Health Disparities programs to study and monitor heart 
disease disparity for minority groups in the state. 

• $500,000 for the Forsyth Senior Services Center to improve and upgrade their meals-on-wheels program 
and enhance service capabilities. 

• $200,000 for RMSA Health Center in Reidsville, which will help start a pharmacy for low-income and 
elderly people that do not have access to affordable medicines. 

• $100,000 for the Children’s Hospital of the King’s Daughter in Norfolk, VA for their computer 
radiography program, which will provide partnering health institutions in Elizabeth City with access to 
this technology to provide expert opinion to physicians and patients without travel from rural areas. 

• $100,000 for the UNC Greensboro Genomic Medicine Initiative to develop testing methods for people 
genetically predisposed for health conditions. 

 



Improving Education 
“In the Senate, I have supported significant increases in education funding.  Under No Child Left Behind, the government is sending 
checks at record levels and holding local school systems accountable by setting high standards for performance.” – Senator Elizabeth Dole 

 
 

Encourage community and parental involvement to ensure student success and 
improved academic performance 

• Supported No Child Left Behind funding of $25.5 billion in FY05.  This is an increase of $7.2 
billion, or 41.2%, since the Act was passed by the Congress in December 2001.  

• Supported $1.2 billion for reading programs in FY05.  These programs are designed to ensure all 
children are reading by the end of 3rd grade, including a new $25 million program to help teenagers 
struggling to read. 

• Supported $5 million in FY05 for Communities in Schools program. 
• Co-signed a Dear Colleague letter in support of $1.1 million for 21st Century Community Learning 

Centers, which serve more than 30,500 children in NC for after school programs. 
• Supported $172 million for rural education in FY05, an increase of $4.2 million in additional 

assistance for rural school districts.   
• Supported $10.7 billion in special education grants to states in FY05, an increase of $607 million 

over the FY04 level.  
 
Support programs that bring talented and motivated new teachers into the classroom 

• Co-signed a Dear Colleague letter urging $4 million in FY05 for Teach For America. 
• Supported $2.94 billion for Teacher Quality State Grants, an increase of $10 million over FY04. 

This program supports state and local efforts to ensure that "highly qualified" teachers are available 
to help all children succeed academically.  

• Voted for the Tax Relief, Simplification, and Equity Act of 2003 (H.R. 1308) which was signed by 
the President in April 2004 and extends tax preferences for school construction bonds by $400 
million and extends deductions for up to $250 per year in classroom expenses incurred by K-12 
teachers, instructors, counselors, principals, or aides in a school at least 900 hours during a school 
year.  

 
Foster university and community college partnerships to train more teachers 

• Secured funding again in FY05 for the Caldwell County Community College Teacher Initiative, a 
collaborative effort between Appalachian State University, the county and the community college to 
train teachers. 



Supporting Community Colleges 
“In North Carolina, and other states where traditional manufacturing industries are no longer thriving, our community colleges offer a real 
beacon of hope, educating and training the local workforce to meet the challenges of new jobs and opportunities. Supporting these institutions 
is critical to preparing American workers for the jobs of the 21st century.” –Senator Elizabeth Dole 

 
 
Increase funding for community colleges 

• Supported passage of $250 million for a new community college initiative.  This initiative will 
strengthen partnerships between workforce investment boards, community colleges, and employers, 
and will help train workers for high growth, high demand industries. 

 
• Lead Cosponsor of the Higher Education Affordability, Access, and Opportunity Act of 2004   (S. 

2795).  This legislation is designed to help universities, colleges and community colleges develop 
stronger links to the workforce and better prepare students for high-growth, high-demand jobs.   

 
• Supported $12.5 billion for Pell Grants in FY05, an increase of $458 million, or 3.8 percent, over 

FY04 to support the program. Funding supports a maximum grant of $4,050, the same as last year. 
Pell Grants provide need based financial assistance that helps more than 5 million low and middle 
income undergraduate students and their families pay the costs of postsecondary education and 
vocational training.  

 
• Secured $240,000 in FY05 for Lenoir Community College, which will be used to train closed 

captioning writers to meet the unfunded mandates of the 1996 Telecommunications Act. 
 
• Secured funding in FY05 for the WakeMed Healthcare Worker Training Program.  WakeMed and 

the Wake County Public Schools will target rural and minority students for mentoring and 
educational support.  

 
• Secured $100,000 in FY05 for the Wake Tech Community College First Responder Training.  

 

 



Strengthening and Protecting Families 
“I am proud to stand with and support our traditional family values, from ensuring decency on the air waves to protecting the life of those 
not yet born.  I like to think of these values simply as the truths my parents and grandparents taught me.  They are the shared truths of the 
American people.” – Senator Elizabeth Dole 

 
 
Provide continued federal funding to first responders for the protection and 
management of terrorist attacks at the local level 

• Leading Republican sponsor of the Calling for 2-1-1 Act of 2003 (S.1630). 
• Introduced S. 2764, the Terrorism Risk Insurance Extension Act of 2004, with Senator Dodd to 

extend the program to cover a catastrophic loss due to a terrorist attack in the United States. 
 
Original Cosponsor of S. 2056, the Broadcast Decency Enforcement Act of 2004 

• Bill enforces penalties for violations by television and radio broadcasters of the prohibitions against 
transmission of obscene, indecent, and profane language.  

• Provides the FCC with more authority to revoke licenses for repeat offenders who refuse to comply 
with decency standards. 

• Increases the fines from $27,500 to $275,000 per violation, with a $3 million cap per day.  A 
substantial fine increase needed to end the growing volume of graphic content broadcast on the 
public airwaves. 

 
Cosponsored the Unborn Victims of Violence Act  
Senator Dole cosponsored the Unborn Victims of Violence Act (S.1019) and voted for passage of the 
conference report. The President signed bill into law.  
 
 
 
 
 



Working to Increase Hunger Awareness 
“Hunger is the silent enemy lurking within too many American homes and a tragedy I have seen firsthand far too many times throughout 
my life in public service. The battle to end hunger in our country is a campaign that cannot be won in months, or even a few years – but it is 
a victory within reach.” – Senator Elizabeth Dole 

 
• Senator Dole delivered maiden speech on the Senate floor in 2003 about the importance of fighting 

hunger, highlighting the benefits of gleaning. Delivered a follow up to maiden speech on National 
Hunger Awareness Day 2004. 

• Helped start the Senate Hunger Caucus, which provides a bi-partisan forum for Senators and staff to 
discuss, advance and engage Senate work on national and international hunger and food issues.  

• Introduced the Hunger Relief Trucking Tax Credit Act (S.2494), which creates a 25 cent tax credit 
for each mile that food is transported for a charity by a donated truck and driver for hunger relief 
efforts. 

• Cosponsored the Food Employment Empowerment and Development Act (FEED)  which will 
provide $120 million over six years to expand the Community Kitchens programs and combat the 
root causes of hunger by creating opportunity through food recovery, job training, and community 
service.  

• Sent a letter to the Senate Appropriations Committee showing support for the McGovern-Dole 
international school feeding program and requesting a $50 million increase over last year’s levels.  
The Senate Agriculture Appropriations bill for FY05, passed out of committee, included the $50 
million dollar increase, bringing the FY05 funding levels to $100 million.  Final passage of the 
Omnibus Appropriations bill included $87.5 million.  

• Initiated a letter to President Bush, signed by 17 fellow Senators, asking that his FY06 budget 
request provide $300 million for the McGovern-Dole International School Feeding Program.  

• Introduced S. Con. Res. 114, a concurrent resolution concerning the importance of distribution of 
food in schools to hungry or malnourished children around the world.  It passed the Senate by 
unanimous consent.  

• Helped coordinate and host a hunger event during the Republican National Convention by visiting 
the Father’s Heart Ministries Food Pantry in New York City.  Senator Dole and several others 
assembled food items for distribution to families and individuals who are served by the Food Bank 
For New York City and met with media to raise the awareness of hunger in America.   

 
 



Ensuring a Clean Environment 
“We need to protect our environment, especially here in North Carolina, where the purity of the mountain streams and the beaches of our 
coast are not only beautiful, but an important part of the state’s economy.” – Senator Elizabeth Dole 

 
Enact a permanent ban on oil drilling off the outer banks and fund beach re-
nourishment and other projects to support our coastal economy 

• Was a leader in accomplishing the removal of the offshore drilling language in the final Energy Bill 
and continued as a leader for keeping offshore drilling language out of the final Energy Bill. 

• Secured $22 million in the Energy and Water Development Appropriations bill to complete the 
Wilmington Harbor deepening project. 

• Secured $2 million in the Energy and Water Development Appropriations bill for Atlantic 
Intracoastal Waterway (AIWW) maintenance.  

• Secured $4 million in the Energy and Water Development Appropriations bill for the Morehead City 
navigation project. 

• Secured $6.97 million in the Energy and Water Development Appropriations bill for the Oregon 
Inlet (Shallowbag) project. 

• Secured $625,000 for Dare County Beaches (including Hatteras) and $250,000 for Bodie Island. 
• Secured $3 million for the second phase of the Morehead City Harbor Section 933 Project.  
• Secured $214,000 to continue feasibility phase protection at Surf City and North Topsail Beach.  
• Secured $175,000 for flood damage protection at West Onslow Beach and New River Inlet. 
• Secured $200,000 for Brunswick County Beaches shore protection. 
• Secured $75,000 to complete the feasibility study at Bogue Banks.  
• Secured $200,000 for New Topsail Inlet operation and maintenance. 

 
Fund aggressive clean energy research for CO2 reductions 
Secured $1 million for the RTI Institute in the Research Triangle Park for conducting research in its 
biomass-powered production technology to limit greenhouse gas emissions. 
 
Demand that polluters pay for Brownfields and Superfund site clean-ups 

• Introduced S.1936 with Senator Baucus to allow non-profits to invest in brownfield cleanups 
without paying unrelated business income taxes.  This was amended to S. 1637 and became law on 
10/22/04 as part of Public Law 108-357. 

 



Rebuilding Communities following Hurricanes 
“After the 2004 hurricane season brought several devastating storms to eastern and western North Carolina, immediate hurricane 
assistance allowed individuals and businesses to get back on their feet.  I toured severely hit areas in the state and saw first hand wide-
spread damage.  I will continue to work for funding that will help our hardest hit communities in the rebuilding process.” –Senator 
Elizabeth Dole 

 
 
Sent a letter to President Bush requesting $60 million in immediate near term disaster assistance 
for western North Carolina and the six counties in the east affected by Hurricanes Charley and 
Frances. 

• $6.5 billion has been appropriated to FEMA for disaster and recovery efforts. 
• $929 million has been made available for emergency SBA Disaster Assistance Loans. 
• $150 million was provided for Community Development Block Grants to help replace damaged 

homes, farm-labor housing, low-income housing, properties, businesses, and economic development 
projects. 

 
The following funding for hurricane recovery was supported by Senator Dole and approved by the 
Congress: 

• The Federal Highway Administration will receive $1.2 billion to repair and replace federal-aid 
highways that were damaged from Hurricanes Charley, Frances, Ivan, Jeanne, and Gaston.  In 
addition, $30 million was appropriated to the FAA to repair hurricane damaged airports. 

• $206 million will be provided to the National Park Service to repair damaged facilities, trails, and 
clear and remove debris caused by the hurricanes. 

• The Coast Guard will receive $33 million to help repair stations, replace equipment, and cover 
expenses and overtime pay for additional personnel. 

o Funds will be used specifically at the Cape Hatteras, Atlantic Beach, Emerald Island, 
Elizabeth City, and Wrightsville Beach Coast Guard Stations. 

• The Army Corps of Engineers will receive $362 million to restore navigation channels, repair and 
rehabilitate coastal areas, and conduct beach re-nourishment and dredging. 

• $150 million was provided in the Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) through USDA 
o Avery, Buncombe, Burke, Caldwell, Clay, Durham, Haywood, Henderson, Jackson, Macon, 

Madison, McDowell, Mitchell, Orange, Polk, Rutherford, Swain, Transylvania, Watauga, and 
Yancey counties will receive ECP funds totaling $5,607,400 and $750,000 will go to Duplin 
County. 

• $250 million was included in the Emergency Watershed Protection Program (EWP) for debris 
removal and mitigation concerns.   

o Of this funding, $1.6 million was directly earmarked for the restoration of Hope Mills Dam 
in Cumberland County through the EWP Program. 



The following funding for hurricane recovery was supported by Senator Dole and approved by the 
Congress: (continued from previous page) 

• $68 million was made available to the Rural Community Advancement Program (RCAP) until 
expended, $50 million of which will be made available for water and waste water disposal grants. 
The remaining $18 million will be allocated in Community and Facility Direct Loans for areas 
declared a Presidential Disaster Area in 2003 or 2004. 

• $17 million was directed to the Rural Housing Service for Section 504 loans to repair damaged 
housing. 

• $13 million for Rural Housing Assistance Grants, of which $8 million will be made available for low-
income residents for those in a federally declared disaster area in 2003 or 2004. 

•  The Tree Assistance Program (TAP) allocated $10 million for owners with no more than 5,000 
acres of private forestland for damages as a result in the recent hurricanes. This program assists 
orchards and Christmas tree farmers with damaged fields, not dead trees. 

• The Crop Disaster Program – All row crops, fruits and vegetables, ornamentals, and dead Christmas 
trees will be eligible for assistance if damages occurred in federally declared disaster areas.  The 
legislation states that whatever funds are necessary to recoup lost yields will be drawn down out of 
the CCC (Commodity Credit Corporation).    

o $3 million was specifically earmarked for fruit and vegetable growers in North Carolina 
under the Crop Disaster Program (CDP) from calendar year 2003 (i.e. Isabel damage) 



Other 2004 Successes 

 
 

• Reauthorized the National Flood Insurance Program (S. 2238).  This legislation doubled the 
resources for mitigation, included provisions to ensure that flood victims are treated fairly and can 
appeal their claims.  In addition, the law included new funding for the North Carolina advanced 
flood mapping project. 

 
• Introduced the Samaritan Initiative Act of 2004 (S. 2829) to create a new grant fund that can be 

used for supportive services for the chronic homeless, including health care, life skills, job training 
and substance abuse treatment. 

 
• Successfully convinced the Department of Housing and Urban Development to rescind a proposal 

that would have raised rents for hundreds of elderly, disabled and low income working families in 
Rowan County and other parts of North Carolina. 

 
• Directed earmarks for agriculture projects in North Carolina, including: 

o $253,000 for NC State to combat crop pathogens that affect production and will perform 
research on crop diseases. 

o $470,000 for the NC State Swine and Poultry Waste Management Center to perform research on 
the management of waste by-products from North Carolina’s large hog and poultry industry. 

o $280,000 and $320,000 for NC State and UNC Wilmington to help develop the thriving 
aquaculture industry in North Carolina. 

o $300,000 for the West Cary Watershed to help protect the water quality of the residents from the 
explosive growth in Wake County. 

o $289,000 for genetic research in the forest industry through NC State to improve the health and 
quality of forests in the state. 

o $299,000 for Farm Injury and Illness Prevention programs for agricultural workers and farmers. 
 
 
 

 


